It is just a trifle less than a half century ago that I was working at the Gray H erbarium, at which time I gave a talk to the New England Botanical Club on the flora of southern California. I spoke of the great range of topography in this area of perhaps 30,000 square miles, with its offshore islands, its coastal or cismontane slopes, its mountains to more than 11,000 ft elevation, and its deserts ( one with Great Basin affinity, the other with Sonoran Desert affinity ). I said that I doubted whether another area of similar size could be found in this country with so great a physiographic range and consequently so many plant species. I mentioned the fact that our aridity often meant not nearly so many individual plants as in a region with greater precipitation, but the tremendous range in climatic conditions here made for many taxa. My talk was received by at least some of my listeners as typical Californian braggadocio, which I admit was rather rampant at that time and not always well received by eastern listeners. I believe it was on that very trip that I was told of the Californian who attended a funeral in the Boston area. After his eulogy of the deceased the clergyman asked if anyone would like to say something about the gentleman. The Californian arose and said that he had nothing to say about him, but would like to t ell them something about Los Angeles. Well, I hope that by now we Californians have passed on this bragging privilege to the Texans and have become a bit milder and our culture a bit more mature. One more thing though about my talk; I noticed that for same days after it, two of the gentlemen at the H erbarium, namely Professor Fernald and Mr. Weatherby, had their heads together in very earnest conference and finally came to me very pleased and said that if they took an area beginning at Long Island Sound and went north along th e Connecticut River to the higher mountains in northern New Hampshire and Vermont, they could lay out an area of the same size and with just as many species as we had. Now we were all satisfied and pleased.
However, the fact still remains that our region is a most interesting one botanically. I have recently been working over the manuscript of a Flora of Southern California, which will be published in mid-1973 by the University of California Press, and have been making an analysis of our local plants: [7] Each book mentions about the same number of hybrids-in the twenties.
ENDEMISM
In an area in which topography is so broken up as in ours, a most interesting feature is the endemism. And while this was discussed in the introduction to my Manual of Southern California of 1935, it seems to me not amiss to consider it again. In the introduction to my foithcoming new book the geographic boundaries and the vegetation are discussed with something about climates, plant communities, distribution patterns, and geological history, but almost nothing about endemism. Naturally, endemism is quite marked in isolated areas such as islands.
INSULAR ENDEMISM
The most recent discussion of the flora of the California islands is that by R. F. Thorne (The California Islands, Ann. Missouri Bot. Gard. 56: 391-408. 1969) . He divides our southern islands into two groups: the Northern Channel Islands ( Anacapa, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, and San Miguel) and the Southern Channel Islands ( San Nicolas, Santa Barbara, Santa Catalina, and San Clemente). The four northern islands are disjunct segments of the Santa Monica Mountains and much of their biota could have crossed to them by land. The southern islands have a different geological history, with probably total submergence in late Pleistocene; and the present plant inhabitants probably reached the islands by chance over-water dispersal, hence do not constitute so rich a flora as has the northern group. Thorne lists 13 endemics restricted to San Clemente, 9 to Santa Cruz, 7 to Santa Catalina, 5 to Santa Rosa, 2 to San Nicolas, and 2 to Santa Barbara. Among these endemics, along with others restricted to two or three islands are: 
Eriogonum arborescens-Santa

